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Introduction
Forgiveness is an integral component of relationships and is a 

key maintenance strategy in long-term relationships (Rusbult, 

Olsen, Davis & Hannon, 2001). An examination of the 

emotionally promiscuous, or those who fall in love easily and 

often, revealed a predispositional difference in forgiveness. 

Previous research demonstrates that the emotionally 

promiscuous have shorter relationships, fall in and out of love 

more quickly and find new romantic interests faster than the 

average individual (Jones, 2010). The ironic twist? This 

preliminary study found that emotionally promiscuous women 

are significantly more likely to forgive infidelity and stay with their 

partner compared to those low in emotional promiscuity, even 

when controlling for attachment style and sexual promiscuity. 

Method
▪ Participants included 66 male and 99 female heterosexuals. Data were collected on a short, 

online survey via Mechanical Turk and a small honorarium was provided to each participant.   

▪ The short survey included demographics and individual differences such as: The Emotional 

Promiscuity Scale (EP scale; Jones, 2010), the Sociosexual Orientation Inventory (SOI; Simpson 

& Gangestad, 1991), Long-term Mating Orientation (LTMO; Jackson & Kirkpatrick, 2007), the 

Romantic Beliefs Scale (RBS; Sprecher & Metts, 1989) and Experiences in Close Relationships-

Short Form (ECR-SF; Wei, Russell, Mallinckrodt, & Vogel, 2007) respectively.

▪ Average age of participants was 31.71 and 69% were in committed relationships. 

Conclusion
These preliminary results suggest that emotionally promiscuous women are more likely 

to forgive a partners infidelity and remain in that relationship regardless of their romantic 

beliefs, mating-orientation, or attachment style. One potential explanation for these findings 

may be premature commitment. These results provide further support for emotional 

promiscuity as an entity separate from sexual promiscuity. Further research is needed to 

determine why the same is not true for  emotionally promiscuous men.

Future research will include an examination of parental status, level of commitment and 

perceived relationship value in the emotionally promiscuous. It is our belief that while the 

emotionally promiscuous have more relationships, this increased number of relationships is 

not because of a lack of desire or attempt to maintain a single long-term relationship. An 

inability to regulate mechanisms of romantic attachment moves them to seek out more 

relationships as their desires change and as their experience accumulates.

Figure 1: Pearson’s Correlations and Linear Regression Results
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Results
A significant correlation was found between emotional promiscuity and remaining in a 

relationship after infidelity for females (see Figure 1 - males: N = 66, r = .01; p = ns; females: N = 

99, r = .25, p <.05). A linear regression analysis, controlling for the overlap among individual 

differences, found that emotional promiscuity was the only unique predictor of forgiveness 

among women (males: β = .09, p = ns; females: β = .24, p ≤ .01). These results support the 

hypothesis that emotionally promiscuous women are more likely to forgive infidelity and remain 

in a relationship. It is important to note that similar results were not observed for men.   


